	Vietbooks announces 10 new records in Vietnamese Buddhism
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The tallest and heaviest pair of candles.

The Vietnam Guinness Book Center (Vietbooks) held a ceremony Monday to announce ten newly-recognized records of Vietnamese Buddhism, most involved in the cultural aspect. 

	1. The largest sanctum belongs to the Dai Tong Lam Pagoda in southern Ba Ria-Vung Tau Province. The two-story chamber, 91 m long and 46 m wide, was built in 2002 based on the design by architect Le Quang Man. Inside the sanctum place nine large marble Buddha statues and 10,000 smaller statues, all are made from bronze and covered with gold.
2. The largest Buddhist Institute is located at 716 Nguyen Kiem Street, Phu Nhuan District, HCMC. The institute, led by venerable monk Thich Minh Chau, was inaugurated in 1984 and has opened five four-year courses on bachelor of Buddhism.
3. The longest reclining Buddha statue is at the Linh Son Truong Tho Pagoda on Ta Cu Mountain in central Binh Thuan province. The statue, 49 m long and 11 m high, was built from 1963 to 1966 based on the design by architect Truong Dinh Y.
4. The largest Quan The Am (goddess of mercy) statue is placed at Hue Nghiem Pagoda, 299B Luong Dinh Cua Street, District 2, HCMC. The 60-ton marble stone statue, which is at eight meters high and placed on a four-meter pedestal, was donated in 2003 by venerable monk Thich Vien Tu, head of the Kim Son Pagoda in the US.
5. The largest Mitreya Buddha statue is placed at Phat Lon Pagoda on the Cam Mountain in the Mekong Delta Province of An Giang. The statue, 31.6 m high and 30 m wide, is placed on a diamond-shaped pedestal made from green reflective glass. Visitors can take lift inside the statue to it top to enjoy the panoramic view of An Giang.
6. The tallest Sakyamuni Buddha statue is at the Linh Ung Pagoda on the Ba Na Mountain in the central port city of Da Nang. Work on the 27-meter-high statue, sitting on a six-meter-high lotus shaped pedestal, was completed in March 2004.
7. The tallest and heaviest pair of candles is placed inside An Phu Pagoda in HCMC?s District 9. The pair, which weights 2,100 kilograms and is at 3.83 m in height, was made by venerable monk Thich Hien Chon in 2005.
8. The greatest number of prayer books made from leaves is being stored at the Soai Tong Pagoda in An Giang Province. The oldest was created more than 100 years ago and the latest, written in the ancient Khmer language in 1963, features Buddha?s sacred words, folk tales, Ramayana epic, among others.
9. The most ancient collection of Buddha?s scriptures engraved in wood is at the Phat Quang Pagoda in Phan Thiet town on the central coast. The collection consists of 118 wooden planks, each is 68 cm long, 26 cm wide and 0.3 cm thick and features Buddha?s sacred words in more than 60,000 Chinese scripts, which were engraved from 1704 to 1732. The collection was found in the cellar of the pagoda in 1987.
10. The largest collection of photos on pagodas belongs to Vo Van Tuong from HCMC. Tuong had taken 226,780 photographs in film and card and 3,800 slides, featuring 2,106 pagodas in 59 cities and provinces throughout Vietnam and in seven neighboring countries. 
Tuong?s photo book, Nhung Ngoi Chua Dep Nhat Viet Nam (the most beautiful pagodas in Vietnam), won first prize at the National Fine Book Competition held by the Ministry of Culture and Information in 1995.
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