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GOING TO THE CHAPEL: Eric Oberly and Vân Ngô will exchange their vows in September at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center in Washington D.C., 





SHE SAID YES: Vân Ngô showed off her engagement ring moments after her fiancee proposed to her on Oct. 3, 2008. 
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All little girls dream of their wedding day, but Vân Ngô undoubtedly never dreamed this big.
One hundred and fifty guests. Resplendent fall colors decorating the reception room, with the changing seasons outside as a backdrop to the day. Four bridesmaids standing at the altar with her as she takes her vows. 
Every little detail filled to perfection. 
All expenses paid.
Ngô and her fiancé, Eric Oberly, both of Alexandria, Va., will marry Sept. 27 at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center in Washington, D.C., winners of the ''Win Your Dream Wedding'' contest sponsored by www.weddingchannel.com and Us Weekly magazine. They are giving their assigned wedding planner a list of their likes and dislikes, and the grand scale of the finished product probably will surprise even them.
''It’s unbelievable,'' said Ngô, a native of Garden Grove, Calif. ''Things like that don’t happen to us. We’re just very regular people.''
Ngô and Oberly met in November 2006, both on their first day as patent examiners in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in suburban Washington D.C. A graduate of the University of California, Irvine, Ngô had never lived away from home. Oberly was raised in Indiana.
On that day on the job, an orientation of sorts, she started talking to Oberly when he asked her if she knew where to put some paperwork. When they wound up in the same eight-month training class, a friendship — and then a romance — blossomed. They both had found a new home.
''Being that both of us were from out of town, we wanted to familiarize ourselves with the area,'' Ngô said. ''We spent a lot of time together.''
Ngô and Oberly, both 28, faced their first hurdle in the spring of 2007 when word came that Oberly would be deployed to Iraq later in the year as part of his commitment to the Army National Guard. 
''That was a huge conflict. We hadn’t been dating for particularly long,'' she said. ''I just thought scary thoughts. I didn’t know much about it. He was very open if I had any questions.''
Questions answered, they decided to try to make a long-distance relationship work. Oberly shipped out in December 2007 for training, then left in April 2008 for Iraq. 
It was on Oct. 3, 2008, while on a two-week leave, that he proposed as the two went hiking with their beagle.
''It was very real. Very us,'' she said.
The bride-to-be jumped into wedding planning, searching for area vendors who could help her put together a ceremony on their $25,000 budget. She quickly found a dress and a place to hold the reception but still was scouring the Internet for ideas.
That’s when she saw the ad for the contest. She sent it to a friend whose wedding was on a much tighter budget. Then the thought came to her mind: ''I like to talk about me and Eric. I’m just going to fill it out for fun.''
She didn’t tell Oberly; it was a spur-of-the-moment entry. But he found out a few weeks later when she got the e-mail notifying them they were among the Top 10. From that point, an online vote would determine the winner.
''From there we went with it,'' she said. ''We told our friends, they told their friends. We just sort of campaigned that way.''
Jumping on board to help were the readers of the Soldiers Angels Network blog, which advocates for military families, who got the word out to thousands of prospective voters.
Last month, Oberly and Ngô were invited to New York, where they learned they had won.
''It’s such a unique and special way for us to share our relationship,'' Ngô said. ''Someone out there thinks we’re deserving of this grand celebration of our love.''
The plans Ngô and Oberly previously made have been canceled, replaced by those of the contest organizers. One of the sites the couple had considered early in the process was the Reagan building.
''It was one of our first picks,'' Ngô said. ''It was immediately cut out because it was way out of the budget. It’s a gorgeous building. That’s where we’re getting married. It’s unbelievable.''
Ngô doesn’t know all the tiniest details of day but has made some special requests, such as including some Vietnamese imprints on the day. ''They ask us what we like, and they just put their upscale touches on it.''
She is, for sure, one of the calmest brides ever, not dwelling on things like will the flowers be delivered on time to the length of tuxedo pants.
''I have nothing to worry about. It’s like a bride’s dream,'' she said.
And as she walks down the aisle, it will be a dream for Oberly, who said he is most looking forward to ''seeing Vân in her wedding dress as she enters the ceremony and becomes the center of everyone’s attention.''
Once the wedding is over, their attention will shift to the future. Money saved from the wedding will go toward a house one day, a house they hope to fill with children.
''We’re saving for a down payment for a big house,'' she said. ''We want the next house to be the one we stay in.''
Those are days — the married-life days — that Oberly said he will relish.
''I look forward to discovering more and more about each other as we face different challenges, such as starting a family,'' he said.
He says…

Here is what Eric Oberly says about Vân Ngô.

I knew Vân was the one for me when: ''From the very beginning of our relationship, I have always found comfort in being with Vân. When circumstance kept us apart and I was having a bad day, all I wanted in the world was to be with Vân. I knew if I was with her that I’d feel better. I’ve never felt that way about another person.''

A perfect day with Vân would be: ''Having nothing to do but relax, take our dog to the park, play tennis, cook out — anything that allows us to focus on each other and forget everything else.''

The thing I love most about Vân: ''She is the sweetest person in the world. Anyone who knows her will tell you that.''

On that orientation day, were you really confused, or did you think asking about paperwork was just a great way to talk to Vân?: ''I was actually confused, but that just goes along with the rest of our story. It was a chance encounter, both moving to the area, both in the same small group at work, both confused about the paperwork.''

She says…

Here is what Vân Ngô says about Eric Oberly.
I knew Eric was the one for me: ''Because he laughs and genuinely enjoys at my corny jokes.''
A perfect day with Eric would be: ''A lazy day at home with him and our dog, just hanging out, being cuddly, and talking and laughing together.''
The thing I love most about Eric: ''How naturally thoughtful he is. He always puts everyone before himself.
The thing I think Eric loves most about me: ''How easygoing I am.''
Want to read more about the love story of Vân Ngô and Eric Oberly and to follow their blog leading up to the big day?
Go to: usmagazine.com/wedding/winners?blog=26987


