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CHEERS: A group of Vietnamese American students unite for a rare photo opportunity before the crowd departs. 





Teresa Nguyễn, center, who hopes to be a pediatrician, poses with her father and the award for best female student at Godinez High. 





Bryan Khanh Lao, of Saddleback High, has a 4.7 GPA and plans to major in biochemistry at UC Berkeley. 





Linh Vũ, among the best and brightest of Godinez High, beams with excitement sitting next to her mother.





GENERATIONAL SUCCESS: Youngsters and their immigrant parents share in the joy of academic achievement. 
Vietnamese American students make up nearly 20 percent of those with highest GPAs in the school district.

It was an evening to remember, sprinkled with inspiration, success stories and tears as more than 400 people gathered to toast the best scholars in the state’s sixth-largest school district. The gathering, held in the showroom of Guaranty Chevrolet, featured principals from all of Santa Ana’s nine high schools talking about the traits that helped outstanding pupils excelled. Joining in the festivities were Superintendent Jane Russo, along with four members of the Santa Ana Unified School District board: John Palacio, Roman Reyna, Rob Richardson and Audrey Yamagata-Noji. 
Photos by Linh Nguyễn

Selection criteria
Students are ranked according to the weighted grade point average earned in grades 10 through the first semester of grade 12. 
Ten units (10 one-year courses, 20 semester courses or any combination of semester and year courses) must have been taken from the University of California approved A-G list. In case students have identical GPAs, students will be ranked according to units earned. 
Source: Santa Ana Unified School District.


