	Canadian PM extends New Year greetings to Vietnamese
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	Canada’s Prime Minister Stenphen Harper has sent his greetings to the local Vietnamese community for the approaching lunar New Year festival.

“I am delighted to have this opportunity to extend my best wishes to the Vietnamese community in Canada on the occasion of Tet Nguyen Đan (lunar New Year) ... On behalf of the Government of Canada and my wife Laureen, I wish you a very Happy New Year,” he said in the greeting letter.

The PM said across the country, Canadians of Vietnamese descent were gathering to honour tradition by ushering the Year of the Buffalo. 

“As you mark the beginning of the Year of the Buffalo, I hope that you will celebrate the fortitude and hard work that characterize the Canadian Vietnamese community and look forward to building on your successes in the upcoming year,” he said.

Since being sworn in as Prime Minister in February 2006, PM Harper has always shown his attention to the Vietnamese community in Canada in particular and to the state of Vietnam in general. 

There are around 250,000 Vietnamese people living in Canada


